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1 4 1 . A method of making a disk drive, comprising the following steps in the sequence 

2 set forth: 

3 providing a head that includes an air-bearing surface; 

4 positioning the head relative to a disk such that the air-bearing surface faces towards a 

5 surface of the disk; 

6 directing helium through tubing at the disk surface while rotating the disk such that the 

7 disk rotation drags the helium across the air-bearing surface between the air-bearing surface and 

8 the disk surface and while dynamically electrically testing the head using the disk; and 

9 sealing the head and helium in the disk drive. 

1 42. The method of claim 41 wherein directing the helium blocks incoming air from 

2 being dragged between the air-bearing surface and the disk surface. 

1 42? The method of claim 41 wherein directing the helium blocks incoming air from 

2 mixing with the helium between the air-bearing surface and the disk surface. 

1 43. The method of claim 41 including directing the helium at an angle perpendicular 

2 to the disk surface before the helium strikes the disk surface. 

1 -44. The method of claim 41 including directing the helium through a manifold 

2 aperture positioned from about 0.005 to 0.010 inch above the disk surface. 

The method of claim 41 including directing the helium through a plurality of 

2 manifold apertures arranged as a single row that extends radially relative to the disk surface. 

Hi 

1 46. The method of claim 41 including directing the helium through a plurality of 

2 manifold apertures arranged as a U-shape. 
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1 4ff. The method of claim 41 including directing the helium at a flow rate of from 

2 about 40 to 60 ft 3 /hr. 

1 -48^ The method of claim 41 including directing the helium for less than 30 seconds. 

1 -49. The method of claim 41 including directing the helium for less than 1 5 seconds. 

1 50. The method of claim 41 including directing the helium and dynamically 

2 electrically testing the head for substantially equal amounts of time. 



1 SI . A method of making a disk drive, comprising the following steps in the sequence 



4 



set forth: 

providing a head that includes an air-bearing surface; 

4 positioning the head relative to a disk such that the air-bearing surface faces towards a 

5 surface of the disk; 

6 directing helium at the disk surface from a gas source that remains external to the disk 

7 drive while rotating the disk such that the disk rotation drags the helium across the air-bearing 

8 surface between the air-bearing surface and the disk surface and while dynamically electrically 

9 testing the head using the disk; and 

1 0 sealing the head and helium in the disk drive. 

1 -527 The method of claim 51 wherein directing the helium blocks incoming air from 

2 being dragged between the air-bearing surface and the disk surface. 

1 S2r The method of claim 5f wherein directing the helium blocks incoming air from 

2 mixing with the helium between the air-bearing surface and the disk surface. 

1 -§3T The method of claim 51 including directing the helium at an angle perpendicular 

2 to the disk surface before the helium strikes the disk surface. 
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4> a 

1 £4. The method of claim 51 including directing the helium through a manifold 

2 aperture positioned from about 0.005 to 0.010 inch above the disk surface. 

1 -55. The method of claim>f including directing the helium through a plurality of 

2 manifold apertures arranged as a single row that extends radially relative to the disk surface. 

1 The method of claim S-t including directing the helium through a plurality of 

2 manifold apertures arranged as a U-shape. 



1 Afl. The method of claim H" including directing the helium at a flow rate of from 

2 about 40 to 60 ft 3 /hr. 

•5-8. The method of claim SI including directing the helium for less than 30 seconds. 
•59. The method of claim 51 including directing the helium for less than 15 seconds. 



The method of claim b including directing the helium and dynamically 
2 electrically testing the head for substantially equal amounts of time. 
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